
 

IF NOT  
NOW,  
WHEN? 

The strength of feeling in our profession against the Government’s proposals for 

legal aid has never been more united. We fear for our jobs and our futures. Most 

of all, we fear for the people we represent, and for the demise of justice and 

quality that this “transformation” will bring. 

We call on the profession and all of those attending today’s event to 

immediately set up a united organisation which brings together all groups 

and individuals opposed to the legal aid cuts. We also call for: 

 

• A 24-hour strike,  followed by a 

stepped programme of 

increasingly intense strike 

action and other direct action; 

• The Bar Council and Law 

Society to recognise the concern of 

their members and support such 

action, and facilitate united 

organisation; 
• Collaboration with Napo, Unite 

the Union, the PCS, and others 

working in the justice system; 
• The place of legal aid in the 

welfare state to be recognised and 

defended along with other public 

services; 
• A campaign which is not simply 

defensive, but which fights to undo 

previous cuts; and 
• Recognition that our campaign 

depends on the support and 

inclusion of the wider public. 



 

Unite for legal aid 
 

The Government’s proposals are 

an ideological attack on the most 

vulnerable in society and an 

economic attack on those who 

fight for their rights.  Any 

opposition to these proposals 

cannot be successful solely by 

lobbying or seeking to mould 

public opinion.  Economic 

pressure from the government 

necessitates an economic 

response, in the form of the 

collective withdrawal of our 

services. 

We must recognise our 

unique social position in 

ensuring access to justice and 

therefore we must not abdicate 

our responsibility to take action.  

We are taking our message to 

the general public.  Crucially, we 

must act now, for the first time 

ever as a united profession, in 

defence of legal aid.   

Our response needs to take 

the form of united industrial 

action.  An initial 24 hour strike 

– to shut down the courts and 

other legal aid related services – 

would be a demonstration of the 

unity within the legal profession 

and beyond, and send a clear 

message to the Government that 

we strongly oppose their 

proposals.  We must then be 

ready for a stepped programme 

of increasing strike action.  The 

cuts to legal aid introduced by 

LASPO have already devastated 

the provision of legal aid 

services.  The Government must 

be stopped in its tracks in its aim 

to decimate both the legal aid 

profession and access to justice. 

 

 

Find out more about 
the Haldane Society 
of Socialist Lawyers: 

www.haldane.org 


